Charter Commission Minutes of 1/19/11

 

Present:  Bevilacqua, Cole, Gagnon, Kelleher, Kennedy, Menin, Mullins, Stiles.  Absent:  Bailey

 

Meeting called to order at 7:04 by Mullins.

 

Bevilacqua made a motion to accept the minutes as amended by both him & Kennedy.  Menin 2nded.  Five yeses & Stiles abstained. (Kennedy, & Kelleher were absent for this vote.)

 

Tonight's topic is the School Committee. 

 

Bevilacqua made a motion to accept Sect 4-1 A-C as written with the following changes:  Line 21 Change the first "X" to "7" & the 2nd "X" to "6."  In B, line 4, "X years" changed to "4 years."  Mullins 2nded.  

 

Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes         Gagnon:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  Yes:  Motion passes with unanimous approval. 

 

Sect 4-1D:  Due to questions arising regarding the staggering of terms, McGoldrick will look into whether or not language needs to be included in the transitional measures regarding the staggering of terms or if the language can simply be a continuity of the present staggered terms.  Motion to approve a Section 4-1D with appropriate language was made by Stiles & 2nded by Bevilacqua with unanimous approval.  

 

Sect 4-2 A-B Motion to accept as written by Bevilacqua & 2nded by Kelleher.  Stiles made a motion to change line 13 from "shall" to "may at his/her discretion" & the insertion of delegation language.  Bevilacqua disagrees & wants to keep "shall" as it may lead to disagreement on the practical side. Mullins said that essentially Bevilacqua & Stiles were saying the same thing, just going about it from different approaches. McGoldrick said that delegation language after the 1st sentence would clarify the ChCom's intent.  Bevilacqua amended his motion.  All approved.  Gagnon left prior to this vote.

 

Mullins made a motion to accept Section 4-3A & B as written & Kelleher 2nded the motion.  Menin reminded the ChCom that Dick Sullivan served as a firefighter & a SC member & Bert Reed served simultaneously as a CCer & as a SC member & both did excellent jobs.  

 

Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  Yes          Motion passes with unanimous approval. 

 

Kelleher made motion to accept Sec 4-4 as written & Mullins 2nded.  Some discussion was had around SC salary & McGoldrick suggested that the appropriate place to insert any changes to SC salary be placed in transitional language.  Kennedy arrived.  Kennedy, Bevilacqua & Mullins stated that no changes to SC salary should be suggested or proposed. Stiles said that in line 10 that the word "his" should be changed to "their."  Due to discussion re: pay structure in line 6, Kelleher asked whether or not the word "term" would be changed to "calendar year."  It was determined that “calendar year” is to be kept as the decision is made by the CC & not the SC, who have 4 year staggered terms.

 
Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Kennedy:  yes          Menin:  abstain          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  Yes          Motion passes with 6 yeses & 1 abstention. 

 

Motion to accept Sect 4-5 in its entirety as written was made by Bevilacqua & 2nded by Kelleher.  Kennedy said that on p 28 line 20 that the comma needs to be moved from after the word "and" to before it.  There were questions arising around the establishment of the process of appointing assistant superintendents.  Menin said that the SC does the budgetary process but does not actually appoint the assistant, the superintendent actually does the hiring & that is the process used in Nbpt. The superintendent brings the assistant's salary for vote to the SC & that's it.

 

Stiles stated that the language in lines 8-10 was odd & asked from whence it came.  McGoldrick stated it came directly from MGL Ch 70.

 

Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Kennedy:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  Yes          Motion passes unanimously.

 

The approval is subject to clarification regarding the answer to Menin's question by McGoldrick which was whether the SC by statute was responsible for hiring the Assistant Superintendent; or whether the obligation was limited to ensuring the item is in the budget, and approving a salary and raises recommended by the Superintendent.

 

Sect 4-6:  Kennedy made a motion to strike section A.  Kelleher 2nded it.  

 

Bevilacqua:  no          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Kennedy:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  no          Motion passes with 5 yeses & 2 noes.

 

Kennedy made a motion to amend Sect 4-6B as follows: 

     Line 20:  delete "and"

     Strike p 30 Line 21-p 31 Line 1 (sect 4-6A)

     Add in line 3 after the word "vacancy" "the Mayor, if present, shall preside at the joint meeting." This is language from the current charter. Also, add "The new member shall be elected by a majourity of those present."  This is similar to Sect 37 of existing charter.  

 

Stiles asked what the process was to do this & who had the authority to execute this.  After thought & discussion it was determined that it was clear from the CC section that the CC would be the authority.  

 

Bevilacqua amended as follows:  On p 31 Line 1 language as follows prior to "shall within 30 days of vacancy &" "shall solicit applications forthwith &" 

 

Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Kennedy:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  yes          Motion passes unanimously.

 

Kennedy motioned & Mullins 2nded that a SC member should be barred from giving an order or a directive to any school employee & to make that Sect 4-3C & McGoldrick would take language from the CC section.  Voice vote was unanimous to approve.

 

Article 5:  Administrative Organization

 

Section 5-1 Kelleher motioned to accept as written & Menin 2nded.  Kennedy on p 32 line 10 had a question for McGoldrick whether or not this was allowing for more than one public hearing & that the CC can only approve or reject amendments.  McGoldrick said yes.

 

Bevilacqua:  yes          Cole:  yes          Kelleher:  yes          Kennedy:  yes          Menin:  yes          Mullins:  yes          Stiles:  yes          Motion passes unanimously.

 

Sect 5-2:  Kennedy was discussing that this was merit principle Menin said that there are different ways that merit principle are stated.  The duties are in the job description.

 

Public Hearing Agenda:  Cole said that the topic would be what we have voted upon & that we would divide up items allow various commissioners to make a statement about various issues.  Cole will be sending an email around re: who wants to make a statement about what.

 

Next meeting:  1/25 at 7 at Police Department.  Topic:  Article 6 & continuing forward.

 

Meeting dates were chosen as follows:  All meeting will begin at 7 pm & location TBD.  2/1 (at the police department as this was already scheduled), 2/3, 2/8, 2/10, 2/15, & 2/17.  McGoldrick said we should be complete by 2/18.  

 

Menin made a motion to adjourn & Kennedy 2nded it.  Unanimously approved & meeting adjourned at 9:09.
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