ChCom Minutes of 1/25/11

 

Present:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Cole*, Kelleher, Kennedy, Menin, Mullins, & Stiles.  Absent:  Gagnon                  
* arrived late

 

Meeting called to order at 7:03 by Bailey

 

Minutes of 1/11/11 will be taken up at next meeting as they were sent late in day & not everyone has had the opportunity to review them.

 

Minutes of 1/19/11 were approved as amended after a motion by Kelleher which was 2nded by Menin.  Voting yes:  Kelleher, Menin, Mullins, & Stiles  Abstain:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, & Kennedy. 
 

Kennedy wanted to review with McGoldrick the language under the Mayoral section where it speaks of the CC president becoming the acting Mayor.  We had agreed that the language would be that the CC President would become the Mayor.  The 12/13 language reflects the accurate language but the 1/12 language says acting Mayor.  
 

Mullins made a motion to accept Sect 6-1 as written & Kennedy 2nded it & it was approved unanimously.

 

Sect 6-2:  Change title to Annual Budget Meeting vs. Annual Budget Policy.  Bevilacqua made motion & Menin 2nded it to insert into line 17 the word annual before "the" & "budget."  Menin strongly supports this along with Bevilacqua.  Menin said that this was in essence the "state of the city" address, so to speak.  Stiles asked if the CFO should also attend.  The thought was that if one dep't head was asked to attend, then why not all.  The language allows for the CFO to attend without demanding it.  Kelleher made the motion to accept as amended & Mullins 2nded & all approved.  

 

Sect 6-3.  Kennedy asked if 45 days was conventional & McGoldrick said yes.  McGoldrick was asked to define a "work programme" in line 8.  It was described as a specific programme such as catch basin cleaning.  Then Kennedy questioned as to whether we are potentially hand tying the Mayor by making it so that e.g. labour for cleaning out catch basins, labour for snow plowing, labour for sidewalk repair is spelled out vs. just labour.  

 

Line 7: between "shall & "explain" include "indicate the mission statement for the city"  & between "the" & "operating" include "the goals of the" 

 

Bevilacqua made a motion to accept as amended & Kennedy 2nded. 

 

Kennedy amended Line 8:  between "for" & "all" include "& services provided by all city agencies" 

 

Menin asked McGoldrick re: why 30 days as our custom is 10 days.  Line 16:  Change 30 days to 10 days

 

Bevilacqua said to use the actual date vs. X# of days before.  Line 3:  "At least 45 days before the beginning of the fiscal year" to be replaced by "No later than May 15th"

 

Kennedy made motion to accept as amended & Mullins 2nded.  This was unanimously approved.

 

Section 6-4A:  Bevilacqua made motion to accept as written & Menin 2nded.   

 

Line 3 Following "city" include "on city's website or equivalent" per Stiles.  Stiles proposed a sect 9-15 as a way to define potential, but yet unknown, technology & suggested referencing it here.

 

Kennedy made a motion to accept as amended.  Menin 2nded.  All approved.

 

Sect 6-4B:  Stiles suggested changing in line 14 the word "recommended" to "the approval" for clarity.  McGoldrick said that the language reflects state statute.

 

Kennedy made a motion to approve as written & Bevilacqua 2nded. 6 in favour & Stiles opposed.

 

Sect 6-4C:  Electronic Posting Bevilacqua moved to include Section 6-4C as amended & Kennedy 2nded.  Unanimously approved.  
1)  City Budget:  Immediately after the submission of the proposed budget to the CC, the Mayor shall cause the entire document to be posted on the city's website.  Said proposed budget shall remain posted there during the CC review process described in this article.  After the enactment of the budget, a copy of the document as passed shall be posted on the city's website & shall remain there at least throughout the fiscal year for which it is in effect.  Said document shall reflect any amendments made by the CC & approved by the Mayor & shall indicate that it is the final version of the budget as passed.

 

2)   School Budget:  Immediately after the submission of its approved school budget to the mayor, the school committee shall cause the entire document to be posted on the school department website.  Said budget shall remain posted there during the review process described in this article.  A copy of the final school budget as enacted shall be posted on the school department's website & shall remain there at least throughout the fiscal year for which it is in effect.  Said document shall specify any revisions made to reflect any action by the CC &/or Mayor & shall indicate that it is the final version of the school budget as passed.

 

Definitions:  City website:  An Internet site established & maintained by the city as its official online repository of municipal information or any subsequent electronic media.

 

School department website:  An Internet site established & maintained by the school department as its official online repository of information concerning the public schools & the school committee or any subsequent electronic media.  Said site may be part of the city's website, but it shall be considered a separate site for the purposed of Article 6-4.  

 

Sect 6-5 Bevilacqua made a motion to accept as written & Menin 2nded.  Bevilacqua made a motion to amend as follows:  Change the word “Programme” to “Plan” for the heading, Between the word "Submission-" & the word "The" include "Consistent with the mission statement of the City": Line 2

Line 3: Kennedy:  Change "at least 120 days before the start of each fiscal year" to "No later than April 1st of each year"

Line 7: Stiles said to remove "next"

Cole arrived.  

Kennedy motioned to accept as amended & Kelleher 2nded.  

There were 5 yeses, two noes: Kennedy & Stiles, & one abstention:  Cole. Motion passed.

Menin wanted to note that his yes vote was contingent upon the ChCom causing a mission statement.

 

Sect 6-5B: Line 20: change "fourteen" to "14." Bevilacqua accept as amended.  Menin 2nded & all approved.

 

Sect 6-5C:  Bevilacqua motioned to accept as written, Mullins 2nded.

 

Lines1-2:  Replace "the first day of the last month of the current fiscal year" & replace with June 1st each year.  

Line 5: Stiles found word choice of "clearly" to be inappropriate.  Bevilacqua changed "clearly" to "specifically"

 

Sect 6-5D:  Bevilacqua submits the name of this subsection:  Electronic posting of capital plan language has yet to be written.  
 

Sect 6-6 Bevilacqua motioned & Kelleher 2nded to approve as written. 

Kennedy asked if state law requires such an audit.  McGoldrick said yes.  

Line 15: change "fifteenth" to "15th"

Lines 15-16: Change "clerk of committees" to "City Clerk or a designee"

Line 18:  change "first" to "1st"

Bailey motioned to approve as amended; Kennedy 2nded, & unanimously approved.

 

Sect 6-7:  Bevilacqua motioned to approve as written & Menin 2nded.  Stiles said that the budget process & transfers are not in scope with the budget process.  Kennedy suggested that since the section under discussion deals with both finance & fiscal procedures that indeed the budget process & transfers would be covered.  Unanimously approved.

 

Public Hearing:  

 

Cole:  just speak to what was decided & not why.  2 minutes for public comment, but at Chair's discretion, all who wish to speak can, also can submit comments in writing to ChCom.  

 

Mullins: reminder about what happened last time to Barry Connell who signed up to speak & yet didn't have the opportunity that a repeat of this type needs to be avoided.  

 

Menin motioned to adjourn & Kennedy 2nded it & unanimous approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10.

 

Public hearing tomorrow, 1/26 at 7 pm in room 118 of High School.  Next regular meeting 2/1 at 7 at the Police Department.
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