Newburyport Charter Commission Minutes of 12/30/10

Present: Bailey, Bevilacqua, Cole, Gagnon, Kelleher, Kennedy, Menin, & Mullins Absent: Stiles

Meeting called to order at 7:04 by Cole.

Kennedy shared with the commission a document he produced regarding the last 46 years of Mayoral term history, who was elected, for how many terms, & what the reason was for 
departure. 

Sec X-1b line 8 Mayoral term


Bevilacqua made a motion for a 4 year term which Bailey 2nded. 

Kennedy said that Nbpt would be the smallest city with a 4 year term citing those cities: Boston: ~589K, Newton: ~72K, Waltham: ~59K, Malden: ~56K, Weymouth: ~56K, Revere: ~47K, Salem: ~44K, Braintree: ~34K, & Melrose: ~27K. McGoldrick stated that Springfield: ~156K & Chicopee: ~54K had recently changed their terms to 4 years. Kennedy continued that this means that 12 out of 44 cities or just 27% of cities have 4 year terms. McGoldrick stated that those communities who have 2 year terms tend to have charters dating back into the 1800's-early 1900's. 

Kelleher stated that managing a community with the union contracts, health insurance, services, etc. has become much more complicated but that essentially all municipalities grapple with the same issues: providing for schools, police, fire, union contracts, health insurance, etc. He said that perhaps it was because the communities that have made those changes found it served their needs better.
 
Bevilacqua cited the Survey stating that over 57% of those responding desired a four year term and less than 25% disagreed. In the written comments section it was overwhelming in terms of support for a four year term. Over 50% were opposed to retaining a two year term while 30% supported retaining the two year term. 2954 people, or 35% of the population, responded to the Survey. Over 40% of those who responded have lived in Nbpt. for over 20 years, and over 60% had lived in Nbpt. for over 11 years; while over 90% consider themselves to be fairly informed as to what is happening in Nbpt. Therefore, there was not only a compelling argument, but also documented public support for a four year term.
 
Roll Call Vote:
	Bailey: yes
	Gagnon: no
	Menin: yes

	Bevilacqua: yes
	Kelleher: yes
	Mullins: yes

	Cole: yes
	Kennedy: no
	



Motion passed: 6 yeses & 2 noes

Section X-10 Vacancy in office of Mayor


Discussion ensued as to whether 2, 2-1/2, or 3 years made the most sense. Mullins made a motion on line 9 to make it 3 years. Bevilacqua 2nded the motion. 6 yes votes & Bevilacqua abstained. Motion passed.

b) Line 17

Kennedy reviewed sect. 55 of the existing charter & saw that at present the City Council president would become the acting Mayor. He questioned what would happen if the CC president were unable or unwilling to serve as no provision had been made in proposal. He suggested that if the CC president were unwilling/unable to serve that the CC should elect one of its own to serve.

Mullins made a motion to change language to should the CC president be unwilling/unable to serve, that the CC shall elect one of it's own to be acting Mayor. Bailey 2nded it.

Kennedy amended the motion made by Mullins to include on line 18 to replace "x months" with "1 year". Kelleher 2nded.

The motion unanimously passed with 6 yeses.
 
Mullins made a motion to accept c) as written. Kennedy 2nded & motion passed unanimously with 6 yeses.

At the 1/6 meeting future meetings will be scheduled & discussion of the potential, pending public hearing 1/19 will be discussed.

Mullins was charged with contacting Drew Flanagan & Donna Holaday regarding some questions regarding the purchasing function & the pending HR department. 

Kelleher made a motion to adjourn & Kennedy 2nded it. Unanimous approval. Meeting adjourned at 9:33. 

Next meetings: 1/5, 1/6, 1/11. Meeting on 1/12 has been cancelled. New meeting date of 1/13 has been scheduled. All meetings begin PROMPTLY at 7 at the Police Department.

