Charter Commission Minutes of 1 February 2011
Present:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Kennedy, Menin, Mullins, Stiles  Absent:  Cole, Gagnon, & Kelleher

Note: McGoldrick was not present at this meeting due to weather

Minutes of 1/11/11 meeting:  Bevilacqua requested that in Sect 2-4 read: “Mr. Bevilacqua pointed out that he believes that city council and school committee members should not be eligible for retirement benefits.”
Much discussion was had surrounding the type of minutes that 1/11/11 are.  In the end it was decided that since there was no standard for what type of minutes should/shall be taken other than that they conform with MA requirements that the stylistic differences are just that, style & not substantive.  Motion to approve as amended made by Bevilacqua & 2nded by Kennedy.  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Kennedy, & Stiles approved & Menin & Mullins abstained.  Minutes of 1-11-11 were approved.

Minutes of 1/25/11 meeting:  Under Sect 6-6 Kennedy requested clarification that whether the annual audit was required under MA law or allowable.  Kennedy will go through & edit the minutes with the proper cuts & pastes.  There was agreement in concept but no final vote re: language & this will be revisited at next meeting.
Minutes of 1/26:  will be revisited at next meeting

Bevilacqua requested that Mullins incorporates changes prior to meetings & resend said minutes otherwise the minutes cannot be voted upon.  Mullins said she would try to accommodate, but not to count on it.  It was noted that this has not been the general practice, according to Mullins, & that changes are made based upon amendments & then posted.  This was agreed upon as the working practice.

Article 7: Elections:

Sect 7-1: Mullins moved to accept as written & Bevilacqua 2nded.  This defers to MGL.  Bevilacqua noted that more language often leads to less interpretation.

Sect 7-2 Bevilacqua moved to accept as written & Mullins 2nded.  
Line 4: remove the word “are.”
Stiles moved to change the phrasing to “unless the conditions described in Section 7-3 are met”. Bevilacqua stated he is satisfied with the language as written stating that “In an attempt to clarify that we may obfuscate.”  Kennedy & Menin said to place at the end:  “A preliminary election shall not be held if conditions described in Section 7-3D are met.”  It was agreed upon that the above language by Kennedy & Menin will be put forth in both Sections 7-1 & 7-2 at the end.

Kennedy moved to accept the amendments & Menin 2nded & all voted in favour.

Bevilacqua moved to accept 7-1 & 7-2 as amended & Mullins 2nded & all voted in favour.

Sect 7-3A:  After much discussion, it was agreed to strike on lines 13-14 “provided, however, that at least XX signatures must be certified from each ward,” Kennedy moved to accept this amendment, Menin 2nded.   Yes:  Bailey, Kennedy, Menin, Mullins, Stiles  No: Bevilacqua  Motion passed.

“X” will be “50.”  Kennedy made motion to approve as amended & Menin 2nded.  All affirmative votes.  Motion passed.
Sect 7-3B: per Kennedy this mirrors state law.  Menin moved to approve as written, Kennedy 2nded, & all affirmative votes.

Sect 7-3C:  Kennedy stated that the language is similar to MGL.  He noted that in the 2nd sentence that in the event of a tie all candidates move forward to the ballot.  Bevilacqua moved to accept as written, Menin 2nded & all approved.  

Sect 7-3D:  Mullins motion to approve as written, Menin 2nded & all voted in favour.

Sect 7-4:  Bevilacqua moved to accept as written & Mullins 2nded & all voted in favour.

Sect 7-5:  Kennedy noted that this adds the same procedure as in the preliminary elections but is not consistent with current practice for general elections.  Bevilacqua strongly supports this measure.  Bevilacqua motioned to approve & Bailey 2nded. All in favour.  
Sect 7-6: Kennedy noted that this in conformance with MGL.  Bevilacqua moved to accept as written & Kennedy 2nded & all voted yes to approve.

Sect 7-7  Bevilacqua moved to accept as written & Mullins 2nded.  P 42 Lines 1-4:  Much discussion was held around the language of “shall” vs. “may” in line 1 & lines 2-3 re: “the CC shall from time to time, but at least once in each 10 years,”  It was agreed to hold off for clarification of language “time to time”  

Sect 7-8:  Bevilacqua moved to accept as written & Mullins 2nded. Yes: all

Kennedy noted that there will be inconsistency with what is written in the recall section coming re: appointment vs. special election.  

Bevilacqua noted the failure to elect CC at-large from the general patterns established by the ChCom just because it’s 1. cheaper & 2. that’s the way it’s always been done.  

There may be an issue with a newly elected mayor in a special election, was also noted by Kennedy, since the newly elected mayor is expected to take office immediately & that may cause some problems for the newly elected mayor.
Kennedy moved to adjourn; Menin 2nded & all voted yes.  Meeting adjourned at 9:06.

Next meeting:  2/3 at 7 p.m. in Room 118 of the High School 

