Charter Commission Minutes of 2/3/11

 

Present:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Cole, Kelleher, Kennedy, Menin, Mullins, & Stiles.  Absent:  Gagnon

 

Mullins called the meeting to order at 7:06.

 

Minutes of 1/19:  Where minutes state that Bevilacqua abstained, he states that is incorrect.

 

Minutes of 1/25:  Kennedy:  New section 6-4C Electronic posting should be headed 1. City Budget & 2. School Budget.  Bevilacqua moved to amend & Kennedy 2nded.  

 

Kennedy:  Capital Plan language has yet to be written.  The definitions section is still under construction.  

 

Kennedy motioned to approve as amended, Menin 2nded.  All approved except Cole who abstained.  

 

Minutes of 1/26:  Bevilacqua:  3rd paragraph from bottom where it says Bevilacqua spoke to frame after "&" add transparency.  Term A:  3rd paragraph:  Kelleher, Bevilacqua: new department would be a new position.  Correct spelling of Kelleher's name.  

 

Kennedy:  Mullins read email from Mary Harbaugh of 28 Strong Street which directly opposed language re: mayor appointing chairs of ZBA, ConCom, & Planning Board. 

 

Under Kennedy responded:  To the best of my knowledge, no municipality...  & Under Ms. Krajci: makes it difficult to stagger terms.  

 

Kennedy moved to accept as amended the minutes of 1/26 & Bailey 2nded.  All in favour.

 

Minutes of 2/1:  see email from PB.  Under sect 7-5 Bevilacqua made motion to accept amended minutes & Bailey 2nded it.

 

Sect 7-3A Kennedy moved that "50" be substituted throughout the section for "X"

 

Kennedy moved to accept minutes as amended, Menin 2nded & all approved except Cole & Kelleher who abstained. 

 

Sect 7-7 Lines 2-4:  Kennedy queried McGoldrick re: the meaning of "from time to time" which does mean more frequently, if desired, than every 10 years however, more than every 10 years would require a special act.  Kennedy suggested the following language: “Every 10 years in years ending in 1, the City Council shall review these wards to ensure their uniformity in the number of inhabitants, in accordance with the general laws."  Menin moved to accept, Kelleher 2nded & motion was unanimously accepted. 

 

Article 8:  Citizens' Participation Mechanisms
 

There was much discussion around the name of the section "Citizens' Participation Mechanisms."  Kennedy moved to change the name to Citizen Petition Mechanisms.  Kelleher 2nded All approved except Mullins who voted no.  Note from Sheila:  You realize that Recall is under this section & the name now does not reflect that any such thing would be listed in this section.  (This will not be in the final notes)
 

Sect 8-1: Menin moved to accept as written, Bailey 2nded.  Bevilacqua & Kennedy:  Any petition can be filed at any point & it will be carried over to the next term? McGoldrick & Cole Yes, this is our understanding.  

 

Much time & discussion was had re: the SC secretary as the SC has no secretary as the CC has the City Clerk & the ChCom wanted to ensure that petitions to the SC are handled in an appropriate manner.  Per Menin, for purposed of the charter the School Committee will designate in its rules a secretary.  

 

All voted yes to approve as written.

 

Sect 8-2A:  Kennedy moved to accept as written & Menin 2nded.  There was much discussion around the number of signatures & the procedure as this is different that Line 13 of Sect 8-2A:  Mullins:  Strike the word "certified" Mullins moved to accept as amended, Bailey 2nded & all in favour.  

 

Sect 8-2B:  Menin moved to accept as written & Kelleher 2nded.  Discussion ensued regarding both the City Clerk & the secretary of the SC having copies of petitions made to the SC.  Kennedy introduced language to insert in line 20 after the words "to the city solicitor"  "If the document is filed with the secretary of the SC, The secretary shall supply the City Clerk with a copy forthwith.”  Motion to accept as amended by Kennedy & 2nded by Menin, all in favour.

 

Sect 8-2C:  Mullins moved to accept as written, Bailey 2nded & all approved.

 

Sect 8-2D:  Mullins moved to approve as written, Kelleher 2nded & all in favour.

Sect 8-2D Mullins moved to accept as written, Kelleher 2ndedSect 8-2E:  Mullins moved to accept as written, Kennedy 2nded.  All in favour.
 

Sect 8-2F:  Kennedy:   in line 4:  Insert sentence "The city Clerk shall cause the full text of the question to be posted on the city's website."

 

Sect 8-2G:  Mullins moved to accept as written, Kelleher 2nded & all approved.

 

Sect 8-3:  Mullins moved to accept as written & Kelleher 2nded.  Kennedy:  Line 10.  Does immediately mean the next meeting or a special meeting?  McGoldrick:  next meeting   Bevilacqua:  change to no later than next scheduled meeting.  Kennedy:  Line 15:  Period after "election:  strike "but" & begin new sentence with "Pending" (Who moved to accept as amended & 2nded?)  All in favour.  

 

Sect 8-4:  Kennedy moved to accept as written, Kelleher 2nded.

 

Bevilacqua:  amend lines 6-7 insert after "to" & before" the" "Free petition."  Mullins moved to accept as amended, Bailey 2nded & all in favour.  There was much discussion earlier re: the desire to have the ineligible measures in Sect 8-4 apply to Free Petition for purposes of clarity.

 

Mullins moved to adjourn, Cole 2nded, & all approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:16.

 

The next meeting is at 7 pm on 2/8 & at the Police Department. 

