

From: Comity [mailto:comity@comcast.net] 
Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 9:56 PM
To: Sheila Mullins; Steve Cole; Bruce Menin, Kathleen Bailey

Subject: Advance information (and hyperlinks) requested during the Charter Commission Wed Jan 26 public hearing 
Please read bold text for quick review; Note  pointing to key info/input --- particularly noting highlighted text solicited by the recipient.
Some content may be taken/tailored from existing material; Please be advised that Comity’s side of the communications may be forwarded to other parties with a foreword.


****** IN BRIEF ******

If deemed of interest, please forward this communication to interested members of the Charter Commission, particularly to Dr. Paul Bevilacqua who requested the information about Section 20 of the original 1851 City Charter which follows.
Again, as mentioned to several commissioners after the meeting, given the increased activity on the archived Comity.org files/folders (some noted below) --- it was assumed that some of this material had been reviewed or previewed by various subcommittees.  Thus, no overt overtures were made to the Charter Commission, merely awaiting the conclusion of this most intense phase of your endeavors.

        

****** SALUTATIONS ******

Tidings.  Couldn’t let this glorious day end without forwarding a portion of the material solicited and promised at the Wed  Jan 26 Charter Commission Public Hearing --- highlighted below. 

Further information is taking form/format --- which Comity (so called) had considered forwarding in advance of the Charter Commission’s  Feb 8 meeting (see footnote *). 

****** FORWARDING REQUESTED INFORMATION/CONTENT ******

 Until such time, considered it best to forward the URL for the Comity.org webpage at http://www.comity.org/Section20.htm which transcribes Section 20 of the original 1851 City Charter --- that text as follows:
General meetings of the citizens qualified to vote may from time to time be held to consult upon the public good, to give instructions to their representatives and to take all lawful measures to obtain redress for any grievances according to the right secured to the people by the constitution of the Commonwealth. And such meetings may and shall be duly warned by the Mayor and Aldermen upon the requisition of fifty qualified voters.

 

 And in that such meetings may and shall be duly warned by the Mayor and City Council (at that time, the Aldermen) --- please take note of the text of the notice of said meeting (Annual Public Forums held in 2002 and 2003 at http://www.comity.org/AnnualNbptForum/scroll2002.htm --- which reads as follows:
THAT the City Council of the City of Newburyport in accordance with the ideals set forth in Section 20 of the original City Charter in 1851 ~ establish an Annual Public Forum in the month of March.  The concept of this forum is to allow citizens to consult with their representatives and make recommendations regarding local government.

Further, the Council schedules the First Annual Public Forum for May 9th of 2002. 

Approved and signed by the Mayor.

****** IN FURTHER DETAIL ******

Acknowledging the individual and collective expertise and experience of the Charter Commission --- (along with that knowledge acquired by recent research on the subject at hand) --- it seems presumptuous to offer further details.  However, given plans to tailor extant material for presentation at Comity.org --- it may be of interest --- particularly as it might relate to engaging the body politic and “ways of better communicating as a community.”
And as well as two commissioners also serve on the School Committee --- therefore comparisons between that body’s engagement of the public (i.e., encouraging public conversation before the regular (city council) meetings --- something Comity learned that Councillor Herzog had reintroduced to his peers, as yet to no avail.

NOTE:  Perhaps there will be an opportunity to quickly touch bases with Charter Commission Chair Steve Cole and/or the citizens’ initiative subcommittee member Bruce Menin at tomorrow’s school budget forum --- to get a sense of the timelines and if information additional information would be of assistance.  (While participating in this most important opportunity to come to a meeting of the minds about making our schools greater.)

  

As mentioned above, such content will be formatted for easier review --- including further context (solicited about Section 20 of the original 1851 Charter) --- the question posed during the public hearing having piqued Councillor Herzog’s interest to the extent he searched for that verbiage on Comity.org --- and we shared a delightful phone exchange last evening --- one we would hope to continue on other levels.

AS EXAMPLES:  The power struggle with powerful mayors, particularly Boston Mayor James Michael Curley whose terms in that office included the timeframe from 1914-1917, just as the Massachusetts Constitutional Convention began (1971, 1918, 1919) and his predecessor John F. (Honey Fitz) Fitzgerald who served from 1906-1908 then 1910-1914.  Plus, the consequences (intentional and unintentional) when ballot referenda (binding and non-binding) became more prevalent, although nowhere near as much as in California.. 

****** LOOKING FORWARD ******

Looking forward to further exchange, though fully realize the Charter Commission’s current focus is the stated goals to complete the Charter review and refine the final draft document by early March.  However, would appreciate learning of the target date(s) the Commission (and/or subcommittee) plans to review the “citizen initiatives” portion of the City Charter. 

Until then …

Selah.    

Forwarded in a Motion of Comity (**) ---


The Dears, Ken and Dominique
www.Comity.org
www.LordTimothyDexter.com
****** FOOTNOTES ******

*  Which is a milestone in distant (and more recent) history of the Waterside Third Parish of Newbury when newly organized as the town of Newburyport on February 4, 1764 --- given Feb 8 coincides the first official town meeting --- and the date when the Waterside “Plan in Motion” was launched anew on at the City Council meeting held on that date in 1999 (to remark the 235 year milestone, and a half-generation until the 250-year milestone in 2014).  The presentation and transcribed petition can be found at this Comity.org hyperlink; please  refer to this Comity.org hyperlink for further content/context.

As mentioned to the Charter Commission Secretary (and official videographer/recorder) after the Jan 6 Charter Commission meeting --- upon review of the commission’s detailed documentation, with the consensus that the newly drafted City Charter is Newburyport’s de facto “constitution” --- dually noted that Comity, so called (“on behalf of ye rest”) considers the Waterside people’s petition (the remonstrance to form the separate town independent from Newbury) to be Newburyport’s “Declaration of Independence.”


** Insight about these terms can be found on the Comity.org website at this hyperlink --- summarized as follows:

“In the early 18th Century records of  the Waterside Third Parish of Newbury in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the word committee was commonly spelled Comity. This word, with its provincial spelling, also defines the basic tenet of the Waterside people's 1763 petition (to set off the parish as the separate town of town of Newburyport --- a deed officially ratified under the colonial governor's seal on February 4, 1764) ---

“[…]  Comity chose not to form as an organized group but to remain a "committee of correspondence" for the Waterside movement --- intent on reawakening the Spirit of Community with a "Sense of Place" and a "Sense of Purpose" using both words and deeds.

“[…] Indeed, the organic movement's timeless (and tireless) agenda was laid out by the Waterside people's 1763 petition. Thus and so, in every sense (and tense) --- all generations who help form the Waterside community of Newburyport remain members of this continuous movement ~ in a Motion of Comity.”
The assigned “Comity” (often two or three individuals) would present the correspondence and reports (to the General Court or community at large) --- with the signatories appending the phrase “in ye name of ye rest” --- to indicate the broader citizenry involved in the preparation (or endorsement) of the report, proposal or appeal.
