Newburyport Charter Commission 
Existing Charter Review 

Subcommittee Minutes of 10/6/10
Bailey, Cole, & Mullins attended.  Stiles absent.
Meeting called to order by Mullins at 9:52 & adjourned at 10:56 by a motion made by Mullins & 2nded by Cole & unanimous vote accordingly.

SC (subcommittee) had previously ended at Section 30.  


Sec 31: put Ch 367, Acts of 1957 in new charter

Sec 32:  present practice is in violation of this section of the charter.  Cole is going to give this section to Deidre Farrell to return to him with current practice.

Sec 33-36: relating to School Committee:  Cole to revise 

Sec 37-44:   Initiative petition, referendum petition: keep but update with current charter language.  Mullins stated that from what she sees in other charters that there is relatively “boilerplate” language that is used that can be tweaked as we deem appropriate. 

Sec 44A:  Primaries:  pretty much keep as is just update the language.  We should institute language that is missing from current charter to allow a candidate to be able to withdraw from any election.  Mullins said obviously prior to the time the ballots go to the printers unless the candidate wishes to pay for new printing & any/all costs related to such a withdrawal.

Sec 55: overriding veto: keep as is with 2/3 majority vote

Sec 56-57:  eliminate

Sec 58: current practice in regards to ward councilors term (2 year) is in violation of current charter which specifies one year term for ward councilors & 2 years for at-large.  Needs to be changed.  

Sec 59:  number of CCers, election, & tenure & filling of vacancies:  Nothing has been determined at this time as no legislative options SC exists at the moment.

Sect 60:  more or less keep.  

Sec 61:  Removals of department head or b/c/c member other than School Committee or a governor’s appointment:  present charter says can be removed by Mayor (e.g. Brendan O’Regan who was an employee-at-will) vs. someone under civil service.  How to write?  

Sec 62-63: remove

Mullins will follow up with Rich Jones as to what happened to sections 45-54 of the existing charter.  

Mullins stated that one or all of us need to create a list with what we want to propose to the ChCom as a whole from the existing charter.  It was agreed that we will work on that in the next SC meeting. 

