

From: MARY HARBAUGH 
Sent: Wednesday, January 26, 2011 3:13 PM
To: Kathleen Bailey; Steve Cole; Denis Kennedy; Roger Gagnon; Jim Stiles; Hugh Kelleher; Paul Bevilacqua; Bruce Menin; Sheila Mullins
Cc: Joe Teixeira; Ed Ramsdell; Dan Bowie
Subject: Charter Commission public hearing
Charter Commissioners --
 

I am unable to attend tonight's public hearing and so respectfully request that my comments written here be read into the record.
 

Please reconsider your vote to replace election by board members of the chairs of the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Conservation Commission with appointment by the mayor. Please propose a charter that allows these boards to elect their own chairs.
 

Please contact the current chairs of these boards to enhance your understanding of all the responsibilities of the chair, including 
· bringing to the board's work some knowledge of state laws and local ordinances relating to specific aspects of development and protection of the public interest
· enforcing Open Meeting laws
· taking responsibility for many administrative communications
· managing public meetings and public comment in such a way as to earn the respect of other board members and the general public
· serving as an exemplar to attract other volunteers
Perhaps you are aware of the difficulty in attracting skilled and thoughtful volunteers to the City's boards and commissions. Please respect the work of these volunteers by allowing them to identify those on their boards with appropriate knowledge and leadership skills for the position of chair.
 

 

Mary Harbaugh

