Charter Commission Minutes of 13 January 2011

 

Present:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Cole, Gagnon, Kennedy, Menin, & Mullins  Absent: Kelleher & Stiles

 

Meeting called to order by Cole.

Bevilacqua moved to amend Section X-1(c) (now known as 3-1(c), compensation of the mayor, by inserting on Line 17 after “in which such increase or decrease is voted” “nor within 6 months of enactment.”  The effect would be to ensure that a raise goes into effect in the next calendar year or after 6 months, whichever is greater.  Kennedy seconded.  Motion approved by unanimous voice vote.  (Mullins arrived after the vote.)

Bevilacqua made a motion to accept the transitional document as read, which includes finance and human resources departments.  Bailey 2nded.  Approved unanimously.

Section 2-5 of Legislative:  add “legislative” prior to word powers subject to permissibility under MGL: motion made by Bevilacqua & 2nded by Mullins.  Approved with 6 yeses & one abstention by Kennedy.

Sec 2-6A motion to accept as written by Kennedy & 2nded by Bailey with all approving.  

Bevilacqua suggested using sect 18 1-3 of existing charter for sect 2-6A-C of proposed charter language.  Kennedy 2nded.  Motion was withdrawn after discussion.

Motion to accept Sect 2-6B as written made by Kennedy & 2nded by Bailey with unanimous approval.  Kennedy moved to amend by deleting “but a smaller number may meet and adjourn from time to time” and insert  “6” in  place of “X” to read “”6 members shall be required to adopt an appropriation order.”  Approved by voice vote.  

Sect 2-6C:  line 13, change “commend” to “comment”.  (ii) Line 16 X=6.  Mullins made a motion to accept as amended & Menin 2nded.  Unanimously approved.  

Sect 2-7A: Bevilacqua made motion & Bailey 2nded & all approved to accept as written.

Sect 2-7B:  Kennedy motion & Menin 2nded & all approved to accept as written.

Sect 2-7C:  Kennedy made motion & Menin 2nded to approve as written.  Bevilacqua made motion to substitute Sect 19 of existing charter minus all language in current charter re: Plans D & E or City Manager.   Kennedy seconded and moved to amend further by changing sentence regarding mayor attending council meeting to read “The mayor shall personally, or through any designated assistant, department head or other city officer or employee the mayor may deem necessary, attend such meeting and respond to the questions posed by the city council.”  Bevilacqua seconded.  Motion approved by voice vote. 

Sect 2-8:  City Clerk & Clerk of Committees & such other staff as they deem appropriate subject to appropriations.  Steve McGoldrick said the language is to come.  

(My apologies, but can someone fill me in with who made this motion & the motions for Sect 2-9B & C & who 2nded it as I missed it trying to get the language accurate.  I apologize.  Thank you.)

Sect 2-9A:  Kennedy made motion to accept & Bailey 2nded.  Motion withdrawn & remade & accepted unanimously. We need to discuss this. I think this section was amended after we discussed a suggestion by Paul to use the original charter language.  I moved to delete the 30-day requirement before measure takes effect; I think it was approved. I’d be curious to see what language Steve has.  -- DK

Sect 2-9B:  Kennedy made motion to accept as written & Mullins 2nded it & unanimously approved.

Sect 2-9C:  where proposed language says “…matter bearing a specific docket number notwithstanding” change to “specific matter notwithstanding”

Sect 2-10 Bevilacqua made motion to accept as written, Bailey 2nded it & unanimously approved.

Sect 2-11 Bevilacqua made motion to accept as written & Menin 2nded.  There was much back & forth regarding special election, particularly by Kennedy & Menin vs. accepting as written (Bevilacqua) citing Sect. 59A of current charter.  The main area of dispute arose around elections with Menin citing that “Each election is a discreet event.” Kennedy cited that a person may not have been ready or able to run at the previous election but may be willing/able to serve at the said future time.

	Bailey:  No
	Gagnon:  No
	Menin: No

	Bevilacqua:  Yes
	Kelleher: Absent from meeting
	Mullins: No

	Cole:  No
	Kennedy: No
	Stiles: Absent from meeting


Motion failed with 6 noes & one yes.

Kennedy motioned to accept Sect 59A of existing charter instead of the draft section 2-11 & Bailey 2nded the motion.  There were some questions regarding the differences in the way of how the existing charter handles ward & at-large councilors.  Mullins is to contact the City Clerk to query & report back at next meeting. 

 

Kennedy made a motion to adjourn & Bailey 2nded it.  Unanimously approved.  Meeting adjourned at 10:06.

Next meetings:  1/19, 1/25, & 2/1.  All meetings are at 7 & at the Police Department.  There is a public hearing scheduled for 1/26 at 7 p.m. in Room 118 at the High School.  Legal notice was in the 1/13 Daily News.
