ChCom minutes of 3/17/11
 

 

Present:  Bailey, Bevilacqua, Cole, Kennedy, Menin, & Mullins.  Absent:  Gagnon, Kelleher, & Stiles.

 

Meeting called to order 7:06 by Bailey.

 

Motion to approve minutes of 3/10/11 as amended by Kennedy & Menin 2nded.  Unanimously approved.

 

Sec 9-13 Limitation on Office Holding
 

Menin:  Public employees should be able to serve on a board, commission, or committee (b/c/c); I feel strongly about this.  Why can't a history teacher serve on the Historical Commission?

 

Bevilacqua:  It is the co-mingling of boards & paid position that is a problem & what constitutes an employee.  Insofar as what is a city office; I always thought of it as an elected position & not a b/c/c.  

 

McGoldrick:  There is statutory vagueness.

 

Kennedy:  Just separate b/c/c vs. paid employee.  Treat this in 3 sections, like peeling back an onion.

 

McGoldrick:  Shared MGL 39 Sect 7:  "The mayor or an alderman or a member of the common council of a city which adopts this section or has adopted corresponding provisions of earlier laws, may at the same time hold any other office under the city government to which he may be chosen, except one of emolument" as the only thing he could find statutorily that addressed this issue.

 

Menin:  It is ok for (city employee) volunteers to serve on MMB's.

 

Bevilacqua:  In Summary to include a sentence to say that it is okay for (city employee) volunteers to serve on b/c/c.

 

Kennedy:  Change wording of section to read:  Unless otherwise allowed by law, this charter, or personnel policy of the city, no person shall simultaneously serve as a member of a MMB & hold an appointed, compensated position with the city.  This provision may be waived by the mayor upon the appointment of any person to any additional office or position of employment by filing a notice of such waiver with an explanation & justification with the City Clerk.  

 

Motion to accept this new language made by Kennedy, 2nded by Bailey & unanimously approved.

 

Cole:  Research should be done in MA & specifically in Essex County with a city form of government who have recall.  Search in CC minutes; see what accommodations have been made, CBA impacts, recusals, etc.  

Kennedy:  Can we formally vote a public comment period at the beginning of meetings?  Motion by Kennedy to have public comment at the beginning of meetings, 2nded by Menin, & unanimously approved.

 

There was some discussion about not voting on any of the remaining items for discussion until a full ChCom however, that decision was determined to not be in the best interest of the ChCom nor its time frame.

 

Motion to adjourn made by Bailey, 2nded by Cole & all approved.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55.

 

Next meeting of the ChCom will be on 3/29 at 7 p.m. at the Newburyport Police Department's classroom.  
