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PURPOSE

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 43B Section 7, the Newburyport Charter Commission is seeking a registered voter of the city to serve, on a volunteer basis, as a commissioner, as a result of a vacancy due to a resignation.

BACKGROUND

The City of Newburyport’s first charter was adopted in 1851.  It was last modified in 1919. In the November 3, 2009 election, the citizens of Newburyport overwhelmingly voted to create a Charter Commission (herein referred to as the commission) to frame a charter for the city, under The Home Rule Amendment and The Home Rule Procedures Act, Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 43B. 

The charge of the commission is to examine all aspects of local government in Newburyport and recommend any changes to the charter that the commission believes is in the best interest of Newburyport and our citizens.  No matter what this commission does or votes on, it is the voters who will decide whether or not those are accepted.  

Under law, the commission has within eighteen (18) months after its election to prepare and submit a final report to the city council.  The final commission report, sometimes referred to as the proposed charter, must consist of (1) the full text of the proposed charter with explanations and other information that the charter commission chooses to include; (2) an explanation of the major differences between the current and proposed charters; and (3) a minority report (if any) of not more than 1,000 words.  A copy of the charter commission’s final report must be sent to the attorney general and the department of housing and community development.  There will be approximately six (6) months between the submission on the final report and the vote on any proposed changes to occur, in November of 2011. 

DUTIES

As part of the commission, commissioners study how government functions from the current city government to those of other cities and towns.  Individually and within a variety of subcommittee, commissioners intensively study and research all aspects of local government.  Some of the primary focus is on legislative, executive, the centralization or dispersion of authority and identifying effective methods of providing services to include aspects of government that are not present in the current charter.  Travel to other cities and towns to interview representatives of government, or to learn about offices and particular aspects is required.  The 
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commission conducts business as a publicly elected body according to Open Meeting Law.  The commission’s term runs until January 1, 2012.

PROCESS

Intention

This RFI is intended to provide the commission with a number of Newburyport registered voters as candidates for the vacancy on the commission.  The commission’s review of submissions by interested citizens will occur in executive session.  The commission will identify no more than three finalists for the vacancy.

Submission

To be considered as responsive to this RFI, registered voters of Newburyport are urged to submit a one-page letter of interest and resume to Charter Commission Chairman Steven P. Cole, Newburyport Charter Commission, care of City Clerk Richard Jones, City Hall, 60 Pleasant St., Newburyport, MA  01950. 

Due Date

The letter of interest and resume must be submitted to the City Clerk no later than 12:00 NOON on October 1, 2010.

Post-Submittal

After review of all submissions, those citizens selected by the commission as finalists will appear before the commission to verbally present a statement of interest, at a date to be determined in October 2010.  After all statements are heard, the commission will elect a commissioner by a voice vote. 





To learn more about the commission and its work, please visit:

http://newburyportcharterrewiew.spaces.live.com/
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